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Title: Enhancing the skill of Teaching English using Oxford Advanced Learner’s

Dictionary among Upper Primary English Teachers

1.0 Introduoction

A dictionary 15 a teference book comtarming the words of a langvage usually
alphabetically armranged. with informanion on thew forms. pronunciations, funchions:
meanings. etymologies. spellings and idiomatic uses. Most of this information cannot be
found in other reference books. It 15 important to consider several advantages 1n the use
of dictionanies. In the very early stazes of learning. even an mmadeguate hilinzual
dictionary can provide an important support and be a gquick reference book In the
language learming or teaching process the importance of using dictionanes cannot be
denied. It 15 obvious that the dictionary can be an extremely useful learming resource,

especially as 1t makes the leamer more mdependent of the teacher

If the teachers and students leam how to use a dictionary effectively; then the dictionary
can be a very helpful resource for teaching learnmg activities. Tramming in the effectve
usze of a dictionary will be of help 1n selecting the meaming and vanous other special
featuras available in the dictiopary. The mest important basic skll 10 using a dictionary
15 to find a word or expression one has in mind. Then, one has to find out the meanmg of
the word, however, there 15 a:problem of choosing an appropriate meaning to the given
context when several meanings are defined. For instance, we can wdentify many senses of

the word "see” by means of a dictionary exploifation.



I can't see Radha anvwhere. (perceive with the eve)

The security guard asked to see our passes. (inspect)

Can you see what I mean? (understand)

We are poing to see a film tonight. (be a spectator at)

I could see that you were having an arzument with him. (percerve with the eve)

Iwould like to see the manager please. I have a complaint. (have a mesting with)

When the above dichionary definitions and example sentences are examined, 1t is
seen that each sentence can be unterpreted differently because of the contextual clues and
different dictionary definitions for the same word . Therefore, ot 1s safe to advise
language students to analyse the different meanings of an unknown word by means of

dictionary usage.

Some smudents may not be aware of the efficient ways of using 2 dictionary. In
general, they only take the entry as the final option and do not explore other possibilities
of meaning-or thev do not usually think of looking upa familiar word like "brning”_ "call ™
or "get". But the meanmgs of these words may change depending on the usage of them 1in
different comtexts and may create difficulty for language students. Haphazardness of
students while usme dictionaries for thew specifie lexical needs mav sometimes bring
about deficient or erronsous interpretations for the students are inclined to adopt the first
meaning they happen to come across without bothening themselves for the rest: Thus;
when we mtroduce techniques for using dicthionaries, we should teach students to lock up
a word that seems familiar, when 1t appears in a sentence that 15 difficult to understand.
For mstance, the word "char" 15 known by lanouage smdents who have leamned to nams

furmiture: but for some. the word will cause difficulty 1 sentences like "He was



appointed to the Chair of Science at the umiversity” or "He will chair the meeting”. It 15
possible that the word "chair” in the students' language knowledge would not have these
meanings. Students vsually assume that they alreadv know the meaning of an ordinary
word, =0 they do not try to find another meaning for 1t Therefore, the ability touse a

dictionary should not be taken for granted 1n language classes.

Anpther important factor to consider 12 the students' unawareness of the
mformation that a dictionary contains. A dicttonary generallv contams at least the
following information abouf each word which can be used by the foreign language

learners.

1. Itz spelling

2 The standard pronunciation

3. Defimittons to represent the word's one or more meanmes

4. Parts of speech, such as noun. verb or preposition

5. Example sentence in which the word used

6. Synonym

7. Antonvm_

Other information may be mcluded. such as the etvmology or history of the word
and whether the word 15 'non-standard” or "abszolute”. The history of a word 15 usually
given at the beginning of the entry and often gives information about the way the word
has developed 1ts current meaning. Placing a word's etymology before itz definttions
enables the reader to see whers the first meaning of the word comes from. Many people,
however, want to know what the most common current meaning of a word 15, ‘and they

expect to find that meaning given first In recognmition of this fact, some dictionarnas now



place the etvmologyv at the end of each entry, after the definttions: A dictionary may be
more than a reference book about a word. it can contain biographical and geographical

knowledge as well as lists of weights, measures, svmbols and so on.

Bilingual and monolingnal dictronaries are the most used dictionanes by the
foreizn language leamers. Students generally like to use bilingual dictionaries because
they bring instant sanisfaction, while teachers prefer monolinguals for their long term
benefits. It 15 difficult to answer the question "which dictionary serves the learner best™
Bilingual dictionaries are generally emploved in the inital stages of learning a languagze
and may help the learner solve their terminological problems unless the unfanuliar word
has numerous entries. Many bilingual dictionaries grve only single word translations, as

a result of which l=amers are bound to malke mustakes,

Advantages of using the monolingual dictionaries

1. Users have to think i English

2. Meanings have to be understood in terms of other English words; promoting a more

raprd expansion of passive vocabulary,

3. Many high-frequency funcuion words which are virtually maccessible via bilingual

dictionaries may be given appropniate treatment.

4 Learners may gain msights into the precision of defining and descnbing meanings, and
constructing example sentences, as well as leaming to cope with definttions which at

first s=em unciear

3. The example sentences themseives not only exemplify tvpical usage but also provade

an access to the MEANINGg.



6. The abilitv to use the monelingual dictionaries effectively allows students the
satisfaction of exploration through the dictionary. a sense of self-sufficiency and greater
confidence i their ability to solve language problems for themselves. This in turn helps
students to recognize and formulate their own language problems and gquestions in the

English 15 not uniform over the vast areas where 1115 spoken; and no single grammar or
grammatical approach has dealt with the entire language. Dhctionaries often supply
information about the languase not found elsswhere. The vnlity of the dictionary as a
rehiable source for word meamings. spelling. and pronunciztion i1s widely recognmized. A
good dictonary also conmtains information about grammar, usage siatus. synonym
discrimination. application of denvative affixes, and distinctions between spoken and
written English not generally treated 1 textbooks. Thus the dichionary becomes an
indispensable weapon i the teacher's hand The teacher must be able to discriminate
among dichionaries, interpreting with linousstie sophistication the mformanon they

contain
2.0 Need for the Action Research

Teachers use dictionanes for the purpose of finding the meaning for unknown or new
words. The purpose of a dictionary 1z not to find the meaning of words. Dictionary can
be used for the purpose of a leammng a langnage. leaming to speak leam to
communicate, leam the pronunciation and more. A simple dictionary can be used for the
purpose of finding the meaning hence, a simple dictionary cannot serve the purpose of
leaming the language Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary can be usad for leaming

the language, leading to the enhancement of teaching skill, communication zkill of



teachers. Most of the teachers use a simple and ordinary dictionary which cannot bhe used

for languaze leaming purposes.

The benefits of dictionares to language learners should not be ignored in
language classes. Unfortunately, 1n most classrooms, verv little time 1= provided for
dictionary use. But 1t 15 an undemable fact that a leamer who makes good use of a
dictionary will be able to continue leaming outside the classroom and this will grve him
considerable autonomv about the decisions he makes about his own learming. in a
teaching and learming simation. therefore. dictionary training should be an integral part

of any svilabus:

Based on this backeround mformation. the practitoner felt this kind of study 1s
necessary to enhance the English teaching skill among the upper primary teachers using

O=xford Advancad Leamesr’s Dictionary.

3.0 Objectives of the Action research

® Totramntheteachers touse Oxford Advanced Leamer s dichionary

¢ [0 to provids hands on traiming to vse Oxford dictionary

® To make the teachers familiarise with the features available in the Oxford
dictionary

¢ To develop the habit of reférmns Oxford dictionary to use all the available
features

¢ To enhance the teaching skill among the upper primary teachers



4.0 Hyvpothesis

English teaching skills of primary teachers will be enhanced after the intervention of the

study.

5.0 Methodology

Pre-anaiysis, intervention, post-analvets design was followed in this action reszarch

6.0 Sample

9 Upper primary school teachers handling English subject from Dharmapun and
Kanmangalam block were selected as samples for the studv by convenient sampling

msthod.

Details of the sample

SLNO. | NAME AND ADDRESS

1 CHELLAM G. MMS, IV WARD

2 KULOTHUNGAN R, PUMS, KUPPUR

MANJULADEVI K, PUMS, MUTHUPATTI

Cacd

- SALINI D, PUMS, PERIYA KURUMPATTI

THENMOZHI R, PUMS, A.GOLLAHALLI

Ln

SANGEETHA R, PUMS, A GOLLAHALLI

GAVASKAR B, PUMS; GENGANKOTTAI

RAJENDRAN, PUMS, MOTTALOOR

[ w I

NARAYANASAMY, PUMS, KUMBARAHALLI




7.0 Tool A pre anzlysis tool consisting of 6 questions was developed by the practitioner.
The practitoner conducted an mterview and discussion with teachers to study the
dictienary usage among the teachers dunng the teaching learming process m thew

respeciive schools.
8.0 Pre analysis

During the pre analysis details related to the availability of dichionaries in therr
school. usage will be collected through a questionnare. The discussion covered detals
regarding the dictionary available i the school, purpose of English dictionary for
teachers, purpose of English dictionary for students, how and when dichionaries are used
for teaching leammng activity. One dav onentation programme was conducted for the
teachers at Distnct Institute of Education and Training, Settikarai, Dharmapun on
2312024 The Oxtord Advanced Leamer's Dictionary was given o all & teachers and
hands-on practice was given and the special features available in the dictionary were

explained fo them.
9.0 Intervention

The mtervention activities were camed out in two phases. phase 1. Orientation to

teachers. phase 2 Intervention activities at school

Phase-1. Orientation to teachers The Oxford Advanced Leamer's Dictionarv has
many special features. Generally dictionaries are used for finding the meaning of words,
thiz: wall not help learming Enslish among students. This dictionary is a leamer’s
dictionary. O=ford dictionanes are 1ssued 1o each teacher for the intervention purpose.
Exposure about the features of the dictionary and the details of the interventon process

was given 1o the teachers at DIET.



Phase-2. Intervention activities at school.

Teachers used the dictionary during the teaching leaming process in their class;
focnssing on the special features in the dichonary. Illustrative sentences are also grven
for all words, with the help of illustrative sentences the leamer can sasily and confidently
speak English Two months time was given to carry out the mtervention activinies. dunng
the period the intervention actrviies were monitored by the practitioner at regular
mtervals. The special features available in the Oxford Advanced leamner’s dictionary are

highlighted 1n the dictionary. Few exampies ars as follow,

1. Word family:

able-ably-abilitv-dizabled, derrvation of many words from one.
Care-Careful -carefully—cannpg.
Comfori-comfortable-comfortably-comfornng,
Deep-deeply-deepen-depth.

Force-forceful. forcefully-forced-forcible-foreiblv-enforce

2. Homophones:

eg.. minor-noun- children aged below the age of 18
Miner -noun- one who works in the mines
Allowed- he was allowed to participate

Aloud - speak aloud in front of the audience

Blew-verb- past tense of blow



Blew - adjective-both candidates were blue 12ans

Blue-noun- they chose an intense blue for the walls

Brake-noun-1t 15 a parking brake of the car

Brakes-verb-there was not even time for the doover to brake

Break-verb-break the biscuit in to small pieces

Break-noun-they left the office for a lunch break

3. Which word: Which 15 the correct word to use 1n a particular place,

ez affecteffect

Alone-on yvour own, by vourself, describe a person or thing that 15 separate from other,

Lone-solitarv-single- means that there 1s only one person or thing there_ lone and solitary
may sometmes suggest that the speaker thinks the person tnvelved iz lonely. a lone

jogger i the park.

Quick-quickly 15 the usual adverb form of quick.

Quickly realised that | was on the wrong train,

Ny heart started to beat more quuckly,

Fast 15 the more ofien uvsed when vou're talking about the speed that somebody or

something moves at,

How fast can a cheetah mun?. Can’t vou drive any faster”?

10



4.Express vourseli:
What are the other words which can be used for agreeing,

eg.. agreemng- yes, that's right, exactly, absolutely, definttely, ves I suppose. 1 agree_ 1|

think vou are right, I would go along with your idea

I am somrv - [ am afraid [ am not satisfied with this,

I'm sorry, this ¢ not acceptable

Excuss me - this 15 not what [ asked for, | ordered the soup, not the salad.
Advise-oive someons advise,

1 were you, Iwould wait,

I think vou should ought to see a doctor,

If vou want to know what I think T would say 1t 15 better to t2ll him_

I would adiise vou to sell it now.

S.Language bank: What are the other equivalent words to 2 grven word,

Eg.. About - the book is about. the report deals with, the writer discusses. the novel

explores, the chapter examnes, the paper considers.

Except-making an excephion-

She wrote all of the songs on the album except for the final track,

Apart from /aside from the final track all of the songs on the album were wittten by her.

The song wnting - with a few minor exceptions - 1s.0f a veryv high quality.

11



Surprising- what 1z surpnsing- about these results 15 that bovs are more hkely to be left

handed than guls,
Surprisingly. boys are more likely to be lefi handed than gurls.
6.Word hnder: different words related to a grven word,

eg . Actor- the related words are, audition, body double, cameo, cast, play. role, star,

STUNIMIan.

Manager-accountant, agent, auditor, CEQ, chairman. consultant. entreprensur, executive;

manager.
Monev- credit. debt, depoent, interest. lend, monsy, mortgage, overdraft risk

Command - admiral, aircraft, camer, base, captain, command. fleet, submarmne, torpedo,
warship dizaster - evalanche, cvclone, sarthquake  sruption. flood, hurmcane, landshide.

tornade, tsunami.

T.Synonyms: sumilar words,

ez advertisement- publicity. ad, advert, commercial promotion, trailer

Call - to shout or sav something loudlyv to dttract somebodv s attention /thought

Cry out -to shout something loudly, especially when vou nesd help or are m trouble. She

cried out for help. I eried out s name:

See- to become aware of something | somebody using your eves, she looked for him but

could not se= him in the crowd,
he could see that she had been erving.

Witness, observer. onlooker, passerby bystander. =ve witness,

12



S Vocabulary building.

eg.. approximately- the tickets cost about, the repair will cost Rs. 200, give or take a few

rupess, more of less, roughly 10%, roundabout. somewhere around

Good- Good and very good, delicious / tasty, exciting | entertaining, pleasant / enjovable.

Break-

Burst-the balloon hit a tree and burst.

Crack-the 1ce started to crack.

Cut the wire 1 to Two,

Crumble- crumble the chesze 1n to & bowl

Eracture- he fell and fractured his hip:

Laughine-

Cackle-to laugh in a loud, unpleasant way. sspemally in a high voice.

Chuckle-to laugh quistly especially because you are thinking about something funny,

Giggle - to laugh in a silly way because you are embarrassed, nervous or you think

something 15 funnv.

Details of intervention activities at school and Teachers’ Experience about the

usage of Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

The experience of using the dictionary, 1ts effectiveness among the students and teachers

wers collectsd from the teachers.

13



1.0 Result of Post analysis.

During the post analysis the expenence of using the dictionary, 1ts effectiveness among
the students and teachers were analysed by the practinoner.  Teachers have followed the
onenmation gven to them and instructions goen by the praciitioner dunng . the
mtervention pertod.  The expenence of téachers reveals that the dichonary has been
uzed exhausnvely m the teaching leaming process, apart from referminy to the meaning
for words the dictionary has been used for referning to special features that would help to
learn English. Based on the post analysis 1t 15 concluded that the action ressarch has
achieved 1ts objectives. The hypothesic mentionad by the pracntionsr “English teaching
skills of primary teachers will be enhanced after the intervention of the study™ was

accomplished 1in this action research.

11.0 Statistics Statistical Techmigques were not used to analyse the data. The dama for the
study was obtained by means of interview and discussion. the information obtamed from
the teachers during the pre analysis and post analysis were analysed by the practitioner

and conclustons were denved and descnibed.

12.0 Findings

This action research was conducted irorder to introduce the special features available 1n
the Oxford Advanced Leamer's dichionary among the teachers teaching English
Eollowing the one day tratning miven to the selected teachers at Thstrict Tnstitute of
Education and Tramming. Settikarai, Dharmapuri, the teachers started vsing the dictionary
effectively for the benefit of students. The t=aching learning expenence shared by the
teachers reveal that the given Oxford Advanced Leamer's dictionary has been usad for
the maximum within the grven time limat, and students have also been benefired by this

effort of the Action research carried out in their schools.

14



13.0 Educational Implications

Upper Primary teachers have become familiar with the additional features available in
the Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary which will be useful for improving the
teaching method of teachers in the class. and also improvine the lezrmming of English
among the students. The conventional practice of refernng to the dictionary to find the
meaning would be changing t© the next level of learming English Students would
develop the habit of refernng to the Oxford Advanced Leamner's dictionary to use all the

available features, thereby, the skill of learning English will be enhanced.

14.0 Recommendation

Schooiz have been supplizd with dichonanes which can be used for refermng to the
meaning. Through this study 1t 18 recommended that a comprehensive learner’s
dictionary may be supphied to all schools to enhance the teaching and learmming of
English. A one day traimng may also be given about the benefit and usage of sucha
dictionary so that all teachers may gain the knowledge of using such a leamer's

dictionary for the betterment of students.

References.
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hitps://dergipark org_tritr/download/aricle-file/ 151838,
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District Institute of Education and Training, Settikarai, 636 704, Dharmapuri
Pre-analysis Tool for Action Research 2023-24

Dear Teachers, please feel free to answer the following, your responses will be used
only for performing the Action Research.

1.Class handling
2. Teaching Experience

J.Name of English dictionaries available in your school

4. Please write the purpose of English dictionary for teachers

5. Please write the purpose of English dictionary for students

6. How/when do you use dictionary for teaching
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Jack and th;Beanstélk
_ AT Steven Kellogg

Characters: Narrator, Jack, Mother, Old man, Giant

Narrator

Mother
Jack
Mother
Narrator
Old man

Jack

- -"‘ '-rl- :_:' 1:"_ = 2
Scene 1 (a

e —— = = — — J - e
S e e RS e ]

Once upon a time there was a boy called Jack. He lived in a small cottage
with his mother. Jack and his mother were very poor. All they had was a

COW.
Jack, we don't have any money. So, I think we have to sell the cow.

Okay, Mom. I will take the cow to the market.

Be careful, Jack.
On the way to the market, Jack met a little old man.
Good morning, young boy. Where are you taking that cow?

t to the market, sir. My mother and I are poor, so we need some

I'm taking |
money.
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